Watton Town Council

Notice of conclusion of audit

Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2024

Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014

Section 16 of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234)

1. The audit of accounts for Watton Town Council for the year ended 31
March 2024 has been completed and the accounts have been
published.

2. The Annual Governance & Accountability Return including the auditor's
certificate and opinion is available for inspection and copying by any
local government elector of the area of Watton Town Council on
application to:

@ _ JANE SCARROTT — C ERK
WAYLAND i<ALL
MIDOLE STAEET
WATTON (P25 GAG

®) _Man - Friday A4.C0am v [-COPm

3. Copies will be provided to any local government elector of the area on

payment of £-20 (c) for each copy of the Annual Governance &
Accountability Return.

Jane Scarmstt - CLerk

Announcement made by: (d)

Date of announcement: (e) T (G 2

Notes

(b

=

(c

This notice and Sections 1,2 & 3
of the AGAR must be published
by 30 September. This must
include publication on the
smaller authority's website.
The smaller authority must
decide how long to publish the
Notice for; the AGAR and
external auditor repert must be
publicly available for 5 years

Insert the name, position and
address of the person to whom
local government electors should
apply to inspect the AGAR

Insert the hours during which
inspection rights may be
exercised

Insert a reasonable sum for
copying costs

Insert the name and position of
person placing the notice

Insert the date of placing of the
notice

' www. pkf-l.com




Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2023/24

We acknowledge as the members of:

WATTON TOWN COUNCIL

our responsibifity for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2024, that:

Agreed

s
We rave put n clace arrangements for efiective firarcial |
managemer: dunng ire year ana for the oreparaton of /
‘ne accourting stateren:s L

No* ‘Yes' means that this authority:

prepared its accounting stalements in sccordance
l wiln ihe Accounts and Audil Regulations

We mairtairad ar adegLate sysiem of mnternal contrel
includicg measures cesigned i pravent and detact fraud
t and corrupt on and reviewed s effeclivenaess

made proper arrangements and acceplted responsibilty
for safeguarding the pubiic money and resources (m
its crarge

w

We 100« all reasarable stens o gssure ourselves !
thatl there are no Taftess of actual or potental 5
nor-comgliance with laws regulations anc Prooer 4
Practices that could nave a sicnificant finarncial effect
on the abthty of Tus autnoriy 1o conduct s

Dusiness or manage its finances

N

has anly done what it ngs the iegal powerto ¢d ard nas
comphied with Proper Practices in aoing sc

S

. N2 orevidec oroper Dpporid ty during tre year ‘or ]
he exercize of

zwors' rignis 0 accerdance witr the i
‘ne Accounts ard Aual Regulauors -

reguiremenrts ¢

during the year gave ail persons interasted ihe 2pporiunn/ 1o

inspect and ask guestions about this authorty's accounts

3]

. We carried aut an assessmert ¢ tne fsks facing ih s :
autharity anc tonk appropriaie sieps la manzge nese i
I

|

rs<s. wrzlugng tne ntroduction ¢ niter-al contrels ard/er
| erzralinsurance cover whare recuired

considered anc docurrenteda the financial ard other risks it
faces and deait with them properly

| 6. We mainianed througrout the year ar adequate ang

| recorcs ard coniror systems

arranged for a competen! gerson, indepenaent of the finanzial
controls ano procedures teo give an opjective vieww on whether
internal cantrofs meet tne needs of this smaller awthonty.

YWe 100k apereprzate acticn cn ah matters raisez i
In repors from interral and external acdit

responded (0 mahiers srought to s atentcn by triternai and
externai audin
1

8. We corsicerad wheiner any liticatio~, \abiliues cr !
commitments, everls or iransaclions occd ning either \
durirg or a®er the vear-erd, have a financig! 'mpact on |
P aLirority and whera aopropriate, nave \ncluded tnem
In the acccanurg stalermer:s

effecive system ol niamai audr o the accourting \/

9. (~orloca courcis crly’ Trust funas irciucing
crantatie. Ir our capnacity &

the sole managing
cuntaniity
respons.ciiues for the fund(sifassets, inclugirg
financiai r2ocring anc, if required, iIndepencart
| exarminalion or auct

Irastee we g'stnergsa sur s

| disciosed everything it snowia have about its busiress actrity
| during the year inciudir g evsnls iaking piace after the ysar
end if relevant

has met ail of its responsibiliies where. as a body
corperate o s & sole manaqing lrustee of 3 iccal
{frust or irusts

“Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each 'No’ response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual

Governance Statement.

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a
meeting of the authcrizy on

lS/O /262 ¢

and recorded as Tinute reference:

T

- Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where
| aporoval was given:

WA canct—

Wl . Luc Ftuatoesnccrinc |/ gov - vk

Arnual Goverrarce and Accountability Return 2023/24 Form 3
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2023/24 for

WATTON TOWN COUNCIL

Year ending

31 March 31 March
2023 2024

Notes and guidance

Please round all figures to nearest £1. Do not leave any
boxes blank and report £0 or Nil balances. All figures must

£ £

agree to underlying financial records.

1. Balances brought Total balances and reserves at the beginning of the year

forward 568,659 665,228| as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree to
Box 7 of previous year.

2. (+) Precept or Rates and Total amount of precept (or for IDBs rates and levies)
Levies 391,670 408,805| received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants

received.

3. (+) Total other receipts Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook less

144,251 246,677 | the precept or rates/levies received (line 2). Include any
grants received.

4. (-) Staff costs Total expenditure or payments made fo and on behalf

of all employees. Include gross salaries and wages,
185,676 215,957 employers NI contributions, employers pension
contributions, gratuities and severance payments.

5. (-) Loan interest/capital Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest
repayments 0 0| made during the year on the authority’s borrowings (if any).

6. (-) All other payments Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-

253,676 450,712| book less staff costs (line 4) and loan interest/capital
repayments (line 5).

7. (=) Balances carried Total balances and reserves at the end of the year. Must
forward 665,228 654,041 equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).

8. Total value of cash and The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash
short term investments 664,795 634,384/ hoidings and short term investments held as at 31 March —

To agree with bank reconciliation.

9. Total fixed assets plus The value of all the property the autharity owns — it is made
long term investments 1,187,891 1,291,079 up of all its fixed assets and long term investments as at
and assets 31 March.

10. Total borrowings The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans

0 O| from third parties (including PWLB).

For Local Councils Only

11a. Disclosure note re Trust funds v
(including charitable)

11b. Disclosure note re Trust funds .:/ I
(including charitable) |

The Council, as a body corporate, acts as sole trustee and
is responsible for managing Trust funds or assets.

The figures in the accounting statements above
exclude any Trust fransactions.

| certify that for the year ended 31 March 2024 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and payments
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Autharities — a
Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly
the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for approval

A awd—

S 25/ 06/200k

1 confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

25/ 06/ 202 1

as recorded in minute reference:

Signed by Chair of the meeting where the Accounting
Statements were approved

X T —N
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Section 3 — External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2023/24
In respect of Watton Town Council — NO0498

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website — https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-
practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound
system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with
Proper Practices which:

= summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2024; and
» confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2023/24

Except for the matters reported below. on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR),
in our apinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR s in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our
attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

Section 1, Assertion 4 has been incorrectly completed, as the Internal Auditor has confirmed that the notice of public rights in 2022/23 was|
published after the public rights period commenced. The correct response to Assertion 4 should have been ‘No’, which is consistent with the!
Internal Auditor’s response to Internal Control Objectives M and N.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

None

3 External auditor certificate 2023/24

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability

Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2024.

External Auditor Name

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP

External Auditor Signature \OK\: L‘H{‘ﬂ‘-ﬂ P, U/ﬁ Date 18/09/2024
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